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PROCEEDINGS 



AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY 

AT ITS 

MEETING IN NEW YORK, N. Y. 
1915 



The annual meeting of the Society, being the hundred 
twenty-seventh occasion of its assembling, was held in New York 
on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of Easter "Week, April 8th, 
9th, and 10th, 1915. 

The following members were present at one or more of the 
sessions : 



Abbott 


Dennis, J. T. 


Hume, R. E. 


Quackenbos 


Albright 


Dickins, Mrs. 


Hussey, Miss 


Rudolph, Miss 


Banning 


Edgerton 


Jaekson 


Saunders, Mrs. 


Barret 


Edwards, Mrs. 


Jackson, Mrs. 


Sherman 


Barton 


Ember 


Jastrow 


Scheltema 


Bates, Mrs. 


Fagnani 


Kent, B. G. 


Schoff 


Bendann, Miss 


Ferguson, J. C. 


Kyle 


Scott 


Bender 


Gellot 


Lyman 


Smith, H. P. 


Bewer 


Gottheil 


Margolis 


Steele 


Bloomfield 


Grant 


Moore, B. B. 


Torrey 


Breasted 


Grieve, Miss 


Muller 


Vanderburgh 


Brown, F. 


Haas 


Nies, J. B. 


Ward, W. H. 


Campbell 


Haupt 


Oefele 


Westermayr 


Chung-huei 


Hirth 


Ogden, C. J. 


Williams, F. W. 


Clay 


Hitti 


Peters 


Williams, T. 


Cunningham 


Hopkins 


Prince 


Yohannan 

Total : 64. 


27 JAOS 35. 
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The first session was held in the Library of Columbia Univer- 
sity, in Room 307, beginning at 3 : 15 p. m., the President, Pro- 
fessor Jastrow, being in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary, Dr. George C. 0. Haas, read in 
abstract the proceedings of the meeting in Boston and Cam- 
bridge, Mass., April 16th and 17th, 1914. [These have since been 
printed in the Journal, vol. 34, p. 435-444.] 

The Committee of Arrangements presented its report, thru 
Professor Gottheil, in the form of a printed program. The suc- 
ceeding sessions were appointed for Friday morning at half past 
nine, Friday afternoon at half past two, and Saturday morning 
at half past nine. It was announst that there would be an 
informal meeting of the members on Thursday evening in Univer- 
sity Hall; that the members of the Society were invited to be 
the guests of the local members at luncheon on Friday at a 
quarter past one in University Hall ; that the session on Friday 
afternoon would be devoted to papers dealing with the historical 
study of religion and to those of a more general character ; and 
that the annual subscription dinner would take place on Friday 
at half past seven at the Hotel Marseilles. 

EEPOET OF THE COEEESPONDING SECEETAEY. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Professor A. V. Williams Jack- 
son, presented the following report: 

During the past year the correspondence of the Society has been of the 
same character and has been conducted along the same general lines as 
heretofore. Letters of acceptance have been received from the newly elected 
members, and there have been, as in the past, communications from various 
organizations and from scholars and investigators in the Orient. 

The American Association for the Advancement of Science invited our 
Society to join with other learned bodies in holding a meeting in August, 
1915, in California in connection with the Panama-Pacific Exposition; this 
agreeable invitation had to be declined because the annual meeting had 
already been set for April 8-10, in New York, and a second meeting was 
deemed impracticable. Letters were received also from the Asiatic Institute 
and from the Japanese Association of New York. 

Among the communications from Oriental scholars in Asia, two from 
Persia deserve special mention. One of these was from a fellow member, 
Mr. Benjamin Burges Moore, depicting the conditions in that country as 
he found them on a journey from Mashhad to Teheran and down to the 
Persian Gulf; an account of his travels will shortly be publisht in a 
volume now in course of preparation. The other came from Col. J. N. 
Merrill, of the Persian Army of Pars, who is stationed at Shiraz, where 
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Mr. Moore met him. Col. Merrill sent photographs and descriptions of 
some of the less-known areheologieal remains around Pasargadae and 
Persepolis, with a mention also of the more familiar ones. 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to record that the Society has suffered 
a markt loss, during the past year, thru the death of several valued members. 

Rev. Samuel Henry Bishop, D. D., recently General Agent of the 
American Church Institute for Negroes, died in New York City, June 13, 
1915. He had been a member since 1898, and attended the meetings in 
New York. 

Robert Francis Harper, Ph. D., LL. D., Professor of Semitic Lan- 
guages in the University of Chicago, and author of many books on Assyrian 
and Babylonian literature, died in London, August 6, 1914. A member of 
the Society since 1886 and for many years one of the Directors, he took a 
deep interest at all times in projects looking to the advancement of Oriental 
studies in this country and abroad, and his publications contain a valuable 
store of material for scholarly investigation in his special line. 

Christopher Johnston, M. D., Ph. D., LL. D., Professor of Oriental 
History and Archeology in Johns Hopkins University, died in Baltimore, 
June 26, 1914. Professor Johnston, who became a member of the Society 
in 1889, devoted himself specially to Assyriology and was generally recog- 
nized as an able and thoro worker in that field. 

Winpred Robert Martin, Ph. D., LL. D., recently Librarian of the 
Hispanic Society of America, died February 21, 1915, in New York. Dr. 
Martin, who was a man of wide knowledge and varied attainments, was 
for some years Professor of Oriental Languages at Trinity College. He 
joined the Society in 1889. 

William W. Rockhill, the distinguisht American diplomat, who had 
been a member of the Society since 1880, died in Honolulu, Hawaii, Decem- 
ber 8, 1914. His diplomatic and public career is so well known as to require 
no mention here. He made important studies in rural Chinese; traveled 
twice in Tibet, visiting Lhasa in 1892 at the invitation of the Dalai Lama 
and later publishing the results of his explorations; and was interested as 
well in the history of the Ottoman Empire. 

In presenting this report the Corresponding Secretary begs leave to 
resign from the office, which it has been an honor and a privilege to hold 
since 1908. The ever-growing duties of the office, together with pressing 
obligations in other official lines, compel him, to his profound regret, to 
withdraw. These feelings of regret are the greater because he has had, 
during these years of service, the fullest measure of co-operation from those 
associated with him in the work of the Society. To all these co-workers, 
among whom the present Recording Secretary, Dr. George C. O. Haas, is 
deserving of special mention, he wishes to express once again his hearty 
appreciation and gratitude. 

The President exprest the general appreciation of Professor 
Jackson's faithful service and thankt him in the name of the 
Society for his efforts in its behalf. Tribute was then paid to 
several of the deceased members, Professor Hirth speaking of 
Mr. Rockhill, Professor Gottheil of Professor Harper, Professor 
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Haupt of Professor Johnston, and Professor P. W. Williams of 
Dr. Martin. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

The Treasurer, Professor F. W. Williams, presented the follow- 
ing report: 

Receipts and Disbursements by the Treasurer op the American 
Oriental Society for the year ending Dec. 31, 1914. 

Beceipts 

Balance from old account, Dee. 31, 1913 $ 511.99 

Annual dues $1135.15 

Life membership 75.00 

Sales of the Journal 286.35 

Contribution for the Library 200.00 

Coupons from bonds 150.00 1846.50 

$2358.49 
Expenditures 

Sundry printing and addressing $ 58.05 

Lantern, Boston meeting 2.00 

Editor 's honorarium 200.00 

Cataloguing and clerical assistance 493.56 

Postage of the Treasurer (2 years) 25.00 

Deposit in Savings Bank 200.00 978.61 

Balance to new account 1379.88 

$2358.49 
Statement 

1913 1914 

Bradley Type Fund (N. H. Savings Bank) $3337.95 $3503.11 

Cotheal Fund (Prov. Inst, for Savings) 1436.12 1494.12 

N. H. National Savings Bank deposit 234.61 448.07 

2 Ch., R. I. & Pacific Ry. bonds 1780.00 1200.00 

1 Virginian Railway Company bond 1000.00 980.00 

$7788.68 $7625.30 

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 
The report of the Auditing Committee was presented with 
the Treasurer's report, as follows: 

I hereby certify that I have examined the account book of the Treasurer 
of the Society and have found the same correct, and that the foregoing 
account is in conformity therewith. I have also examined the securities and 
compared the entries in the cash book with the vouchers and bank and 
pass books, and have found all correct. 

New Haven, Conn., March 19, 1915. Charles C. Torrey, Auditor. 
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REPORT OP THE LIBRARIAN. 

The Librarian, Professor Albert T. Clay, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 

The books of the Library have now been arranged on the shelves in 
accordance with the new scheme of classification mentioned in the previous 
report, and considerable progress has been made in the preparation of the 
card catalog. It was the intention to publish the catalog of the serials and 
periodicals this year in the Journal as the first instalment of a catalog of 
the entire Library, which is designed for the use of members of the Society; 
but, although the card catalog of this part of the Library has been com- 
pleted, the copy has not been prepared for the press owing to the fact that 
the librarian of the Tale Library staff who had charge of this work was 
called to a library in the West. 

The card catalog now includes about one-sixth of the books in the Library. 
It is our purpose to push this work, and every effort will be made to 
complete it during the coming year. If the Editors can spare sufficient 
space, the entire catalog will be printed in one issue of the Journal. If 
not, it will appear in sections, and reprints of the complete catalog will 
be prepared and supplied to members. This printed catalog will be as brief 
as is practicable. It has been necessary during the year to purchase a 
cabinet for the card catalog. About one hundred books have been bound, 
and it is highly important that others be sent to the binders at once. 

It seems proper in this connection to mention that it has been possible to 
carry on the work of reorganizing the Library through the generosity of 
one of our members, Professor Jewett, who added liberally to the appro- 
priation made by the Directors. 



REPORT OF THE EDITORS. 

The report of the Editors of the Journal, Professors Oertel 
and Torrey, was presented by Professor Torrey, as follows : 

The publication of volume 34 (1914) of the Journal has been greatly 
hindered by the war. In July 1914 the printers had in their hands all the 
manuscript for this volume and enough in addition to make up half of the 
first part of volume 35. But the printing proceeded very slowly: the first 
two parts of the volume appeared, in a double number, in January 1915; 
the third part near the end of February. Proofs of the last articles in the 
fourth part have not yet been received (April 1915). 

The Directors of the Society, by letters written in February, gave per- 
mission to the Editors to print one volume of the Journal in this country, 
at discretion. On consideration, it seemed to the Editor in charge (Pro- 
fessor Oertel having been in Europe since July 1914) that it would be 
better not to break through our present arrangement of publication until 
the need of doing so is more imperative than it is now. In particular it 
seemed important to give our printers ample notification of any such pro- 
posed step. It will be easy to bring our Journal up to date next year, 
by printing simultaneously abroad and in this country, if it proves to be 
necessary. 
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The Editors urge the members of the Society to send in manuscripts for 
the Journal, not only because there is a reasonable prospect that the print- 
ing will proceed more rapidly in future, but also because in this time of 
unusual difficulty the Journal needs and deserves your support. 

All of the foregoing reports were severally accepted as pre- 
sented. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 

The following persons, recommended by the Directors, were 
elected members of the Society (for convenience the names of 
those elected at a subsequent session are included in this list) : 

Corporate Members 

Mr. James Truslow Adams Miss M. H. Gaeckler 

Mr. William F. Albright Miss Alice Getty 

Mr. Shigeri Araki Miss Belle da Costa Greene 

Dr. Hubert Banning Miss Ettalene M. Grice 

Miss Ethel Beers Mr. Philip K. Hitti 

Miss Effie Bendann Pres. James A. Kelso 

Dr. Romain Butin Rev. Dr. Frederick Lent 

Mr. J. Dudley Carroll Prof. J. F. McCurdy 

Dr. Edward Chiera Prof. Julius Morgenstern 

Mr. Hwang Chung-Huei Dr. William Frederick Notz 

Mr. Roy Joseph Deferrari Mrs. Charles F. Ostrander 

Dr. Viecaji Dinshaw Mr. P. D. Saklatvala 

Rev. Walter Drum Mrs. A. Saunders 

Mrs. Arthur Cecil Edwards Miss Margaret Thomas 

Dr. John. F. Fenlon Dr. Arthur A. Vaschalde 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1915-1916 

The committee appointed to nominate officers for the year 
1915-1916, consisting of Professor Barton, Dr. Nies, and Pro- 
fessor Bdgerton, reported thru Professor Barton, as follows : 

President — Professor A. V. Williams Jackson, of New York. 

Vice-Presidents — Professor Richard J. H. Gottheil, of New York; Presi- 
dent Francis Brown, of New York; Professor James H. Breasted, of 
Chicago. 

Corresponding Secretary — Professor Franklin Edgerton, of Philadelphia. 

Recording Secretary — Dr. George C. O. Haas, of New York. 

Treasurer — Professor Albert T. Clay, of New Haven. 

Librarian — Professor Albert T. Clay, of New Haven. 

Directors — The officers named above, ex officio; Professor Charles R. 
Lanman, of Cambridge; Professor Maurice Bloomfleld, of Baltimore; Dr. 
William Hayes Ward, of New York; Professor Hanns Oertel, of New 
Haven; Professor Charles C. Torrey, of New Haven; Professor James A. 
Montgomery, of Philadelphia; and Professor Leroy C. Barret, of Hartford. 
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The officers thus nominated were thereupon duly elected. 

The business on the calendar being thus concluded, the Presi- 
dent delivered the annual address, the subject being ' Older and 
Later Elements in the Code of Hammurapi'. At five o'clock the 
Society adjourned for the day. 

SECOND SESSION. 

The second session was opened on Friday morning, at 9 : 50 
a. m., with the President, Professor Jastrow, in the chair. 
Communications were presented as follows: 

Mr. W. F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins University: The home of 
Balaam. — Bemarks by Professor Haupt and Professor Miiller. 

Rev. Dr. A. Yohannan, of Columbia University, and Professor A. V. 
"Williams Jackson : Notes regarding the tomb of Tamerlane. — Additional 
statement by Professor Jackson. 

Professor A. T. Clay, of Yale University: A Sumerian prototype of the 
Code of Hammurapi. — Remarks by Professor Haupt and Mr. Cunningham; 
reply by Professor Clay; remarks by Professor Miiller. 

Dr. E. W. West (deceased) : A translation of the Pahlavi work 'Wonders 
of Seistan '. — Presented by title by Professor Jackson. 

Professor M. Bloompield, of Johns Hopkins University: On the mean- 
ing and etymology of the Sanskrit root varj. — Remarks by Dr. Ogden. 

Mr. B. B. Moore, of New York: Notes of travel in Persia. 

Professor M. L. Margolis, of Dropsie College : Kohath, Kaaff. — Remarks 
by Professor Haupt; question by Professor Bloomfield and reply by the 
author. 

Professor J. D. Prince, of Columbia University: Hittite linguistic mate- 
rial in the Cuneiform Inscriptions. — Remarks by Professors Bloomfield, 
Miiller, and Haupt. 

Mr. W. H. Schoff, of the Commercial Museum, Philadelphia: The 
Eastern iron trade of the Roman empire. — Remarks by Professor Hirth, 
Dr. von Oefele, and Professor Torrey. 

At 12 : 35 p. m. the Society took a recess until the time fixt 
for the beginning of the afternoon session. 

THIRD SESSION. 

The afternoon session was opened at 3 p. m., the President 
being in the chair. After the election of two corporate members 
(included in the list above), the President announst the appoint- 
ment of Professor H. P. Smith to represent the Society at the 
100th anniversary of the founding of Allegheny College, Mead- 
ville, Pa., June 19-24, 1915. The reading of papers was then 
resumed, in the following order: 
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Mrs. A. C. Edwards, of Columbia University: Belations between Shah 
Abbas of Persia and the Moghul emperors Akbar and Jahangir. — Question 
by Professor Hopkins and reply by the author. 

Professor L. C. Barret, of Trinity College: Greek and Hindu philosophy 
in their relation to the environments from which they sprang. 

Professor J. H. Breasted, of the University of Chicago: On the history 
of writing and the origin of the alphabet. (Illustrated with lantern 
slides.) — Eemarks by Professor Muller, Dr. Kyle, and Dr. Nies. 

Dr. T. Williams, of Columbia University: The sluice of Asia Minor: a 
historical note. — Remarks by Professors Bloomfield and Muller; reply 
by the author. 

Eev. Dr. J. D. Steele, of Passaic, N. J.: Notes of a visit to Constan- 
tinople, Palestine, and Egypt. 

Professor P. Hatjpt, of Johns Hopkins University: The cuneiform names 
of Damascus. — Question by Professor Clay and reply by the author. 

Professor ¥. Edgerton, of the University of Pennsylvania: Early Hindu 
cosmology and theosofy. — Eemarks by Professors Hopkins and Bloomfield. 

Dr. C. J. Ferguson, of Peking, China: Chinese bronzes. 

At 5 : 55 p. m. the Society adjourned for the day. 

FOUETH SESSION. 

The Society met for the fourth session at 9 : 40 a. m. on 
Saturday morning. The President, Professor Jastrow, was in 
the chair. The following communication was presented : 

Professor E. G. Kent, of the University of Pennsylvania: Studies in the 
Old Persian inscriptions. — Eemarks by Dr. Ogden and Professors Bloom- 
field and Jackson. 

The Corresponding Secretary announst for the Directors that 
the next annual meeting would be held at Washington on Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Easter Week, April 24th, 
25th, and 26th, 1916. He reported further that the Directors 
had reappointed Professors Oertel and Torrey as Editors of the 
Journal for the ensuing year. 

The Directors recommended amendments to the Constitution 
providing for a change in the manner of electing Directors and 
for the inclusion of the Editors in their number ex officio. It was 
proposed that Articles V and VII should be changed to read 
as follows : 

Article V. The government of the Society shall consist of a President, 
three Vice Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Eecording Secretary, a 
Treasurer, a Librarian, two Editors of the Journal, and nine Directors. 
The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting, by ballot, for a term 
of one year. The Directors shall consist of three groups of three members 
each, one group to be elected each year at the annual meeting for a term 
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of three years. No Director shall be eligible for immediate re-election as 
Director, tho he may be chosen as an officer of the Society. 

Article VII. The Secretaries, the Treasurer, the Librarian, and the two 
Editors of the Journal shall be ex officio members of the Board of Directors, 
and shall perform their respective duties under the superintendence of said 
Board. 

Upon motion the amendments proposed were adopted without 
a single dissenting vote. 

The President then announst the following appointments: 

Committee of Arrangements for 1916: Professor Hyvernat, President 
Fenlon, Dr. Casanovicz, and the Corresponding Secretary. 

Committee on Nominations: President Francis Brown, Professor Mar- 
golis, and Mr. Dennis. 

Auditors: Professors Williams and Torrey. 

The reading of communications was then resumed, as follows : 

Mr. F. A. Cunningham, of Merehantville, N. J.: Berosus and the date 
of the Deluge. 

The President askt Professor Gottheil to take the chair for 
a time. The reading of papers was continued. 

Mr. J. T. Dennis, of Baltimore : Notes regarding some Oriental seals. — 
Remarks by Mr. Hwang Chung-Huei. 

Professor C. C. Torrey, of Yale University: A Syriac analogue of the 
Flying Dutchman. — Bemarks by Dr. von Oefele and Professor Edgerton. 

Dr. C. J. Ogden, of New York: Notes on the Svapnavasavadatte of 
Bhasa. 

Dr. A. Ember, of Johns Hopkins University: New Semito-Egyptian 
words. — Bemarks by Professors Breasted and Haupt, Dr. von Oefele, 
Professors Jastrow and Bloomfield; additional remarks by the author. 

On motion the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

The American Oriental Society desires to express its hearty thanks to 
the President and Trustees of Columbia University for the opportunity of 
meeting within its halls, to the New York members of the Society for their 
generous hospitality, and to the efficient Committee of Arrangements for 
the thoughtful provision made for the entertainment of the members. 

The President resumed the chair and made a few concluding 
remarks. The Society adjourned at 12 : 05 p. m., to meet again 
in Washington on April 24, 1916. 



The following communications were presented by title: 

Mr. W. F. Albright: (a) The conclusion of Esarhaddon's Broken 
Prism; (b) Some unexplained cuneiform words. 
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Professor G. A. Barton: (a) Osiris and Tammuz; (b) Some observa- 
tions on the new King-lists from Nippur. 

Dr. F. R. Blake: (a) Mixed constructions in Hebrew and Aramaic; 
(b) The etymology of Aramaic ith, 'to be'; (c) The syntax of Hebrew 
numerals and numeral expressions. 

Professor M. Bloomfield: On the laugh-and-ery motif in Hindu fiction. 

Professor C. E. Conant: Grammatical notes on the Isinai language 
(Philippines). 

Dr. V. Dinshaw: Deccan parallels to the Burj-Namah. 

Professor F. Edgerton: (a) Notes on the Sixth Prapathaka of the 
Chandogya Upanisad; (b) A critique of Hertel's theories on the Paiica- 
tantra. 

Dr. A. Ember: (a) A Semitic loan-word in Latin; (b) Semitic words 
surviving in Egyptian sign-values. 

Professor E. W. Fay: Adversaria etymologiea. 

Professor R. J. H. Gottheil: An old papyrus fragment with Arabic 



Professor P. Haupt: (a) Arabic samm, 'poison' — Sumerian sem, 
dpwfia; (b) The Assyrian terms for 'sport'; (e) Hebrew leg, 'saucy', and 
meUc, ' interpreter '. 

Professor A. V. W. Jackson: Indo-Iranian notes. 

Mr. W. S. Ktjpfer: Some questions relative to the Kautiliya Arthasastra. 

Mr. P. B. Popenoe: The propagation of the date-palm: materials for a 
lexicographical study in Arabic. 

Rev. Dr. W. Rosenatj: Who are the Falashas? 

Capt. C. C. Smith: Mindanao studies. 

Professor C. C. Torrey: A new interpretation of portions of the Zakar 
Inscription. 

Dr. W. H. Worrell: Ink-gazing and similar practices among modern 
Egyptians. 



